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Introduction 

Authority to Prospect Number No. 940 (ATP 940) was originally granted in November 2011 over the 

Nappamerri Trough in the Cooper-Eromanga Basin.  ATP 940 was renewed for a further six-year term 

commencing on 7 November 2017.  As part of the renewal of ATP 940, a later work program (LWP) was 

approved for a two-year period commencing on 7 November 2017 and ending on 6 November 2019 (Period 

2).   

Licence condition 3 of the renewal instrument for ATP 940 dated 8 November 2017 sets out a requirement to 

provide a report summarising the geological and geophysical studies completed during the LWP Period 2.  This 

report is submitted to comply with the licence condition 3. 

Authority Summary 

Circumpacific Energy (Australia) Pty Ltd (Circumpacific), a wholly owned subsidiary of Beach Energy Limited 

(Beach), is the sole titleholder of ATP 940.  The former holders of ATP 940 were Circumpacific 40% and operator 

and QGC (B7) Pty Ltd, 60%.  On 29 March 2019, approval was granted to transfer QGC (B7) Pty Ltd’s 60% 

interest in ATP 940 to Circumpacific. 

The holders of ATP 940 made application on 6 September 2019 requesting approval of a further two-year LWP 

commencing on 7 November 2019.  The next two-year LWP for Period 3 commencing on 7 November was 

approved on 22 October 2019.  The application for the LWP provided on 6 September 2019 include a summary 

of the work completed within ATP 940 and is also provided below.    

Later Work Program 

Compliance with work programs 

The original 4 year permit commitment program for ATP 940 included 10 wells to a depth of 2700m, 500km 

2D seismic and 512km2 3D seismic. 

On 25 November 2014, a special statutory extension pursuant to section 63C was granted to extend the 

program period for the work program for ATP 940 by two years from 6 November 2015 to 6 November 2017. 

Further variations to the ATP 940 work program were approved on 23 March 2015 and 6 January 2016 pursuant 

to section 107A of the P&G Act.   The revised and approved work program is summarised in the Table 1.  

Table 1 – Final Approved ATP 940 Later Work Program for Period 1 

Term Minimum Activities 

3 years ending 6 Nov 2014 
1050 km2 3D high resolution seismic acquisition; 

Drill Charal-1 (3866m), Anakin-1 (4050m) and Padme-1 (3913m). 

2 year ending 6 Nov 2015 
Drill Amidala-1 to a depth of 3488m; Analysis of 4 well program 

and planning of 2 well program.   

Fracture Stimulation and Testing of 2 wells (Charal-1 and Anakin-

1) 
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1 year ending 6 Nov 2016 Geological, Geophysical and Geomechanical Studies 

1 year ending 6 Nov 2017 Geological, Geophysical and Geomechanical Studies  

The ATP 940 joint venture fully complied with the approved work program designed to evaluate the gas 

resource in the Nappamerri Trough by completing the following exploration activities: 

• 2D seismic reprocessing (approx. 1500 km) was undertaken by Dayboro Geophysical Pty Ltd   

• Acquired 1050 km2 3D high resolution seismic (Winnie 3D Seismic Survey);  

• Drilled 4 wells (Charal-1, Anakin-1, Padme-1 and Amidala-1) to depths of approx. 3,500 metres to 4,000 

metres intersecting the Patchawarra Formation; and 

• Multi-zone fracture stimulation (total of 21 stages) of 2 wells over multiple zones and initial production 

testing (Charal-1 and Anakin-1). 

• Invested significant capital of approximately $238 million on exploration activities including seismic 

acquisition, drilling, fracture stimulation and testing of wells.  

   

During period 1 of the work program, the holders of ATP 940 completed the program designed to evaluate 

the gas resource in the Nappamerri Trough.  Beach and its joint ventures drilled 22 wells and fracture stimulated 

and tested 17 wells to evaluate the unconventional gas resource in the Nappamerri Trough (within ATP 940 

and adjacent ATP 855 and PEL 218).  The geological model is well understood and the exploration objectives 

to quantify the gas in place, demonstrate the flow potential and estimate the resource within the Permian 

formations of the Nappamerri Trough have been achieved.     

The exploration strategy for the first period of ATP 940 demonstrated an unconventional gas resource in the 

Nappamerri Trough, however, the resource is considered not to be commercial and the holders decided not 

to develop these resources in the short to medium term.  Beach do not hold any resource booking for ATP 

940.   

On submission of the proposed LWP for period 2 in September 2017, the holders of ATP 940 advised of its 

plans to exit ATP 940 either by sales process or relinquishment of the permit.  A joint process for the marketing 

and sale of the asset commenced in November 2017.  ATP 940 was marketed to potential buyers with an 

interest in the unconventional deep gas resource and small to mid-size oil and gas companies looking to 

explore for conventional oil prospects in Queensland.  No bids for ATP 940 were received and the sale process 

was closed in April 2018.   

The LWP submission of September 2017 indicated that if divestment of ATP 940 was not successful, the holders 

of ATP 940 will consider its options which may include abandonment and restoration and relinquishment of 

the authority.   

Following the closure of the divestment process, QGC elected to exit ATP 940.  On 17 December 2018, QGC 

(B7) Pty Ltd and Circumpacific executed an agreement whereby QGC assigned its 60% interest in ATP 940 to 

Circumpacific.  The transfer of title was approved on 29 March 2019 and Circumpacific now holds 100% interest 

in ATP 940.    

Work undertaken in the current period included review of the well integrity data acquired in August 2017 and 

the preparation of a high level conceptual plan for the plug and abandonment of all wells within ATP 940 and 

associated site rehabilitation works.  
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Further well integrity work is planned for September to November 2019 to include wellhead maintenance and 

wellbore integrity testing operations for regulatory compliance. 

Additional work undertaken in ATP 940 during period 3 included geological and geophysical review to confirm 

the area to be relinquished and the area to be retained to comply with the relinquishment obligations for ATP 

940.  Additional reporting including the relinquishment report and an assessment of rehabilitation on the 

Winnie 3D seismic survey lines was undertaken in January 2018 and it was found that the survey lines had been 

successfully rehabilitated. 

 

 


