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ABSTRACT 

EPM 25744 was applied for the purpose of exploring for precious opal in the vicinity of 

my existing mining lease “Red Tape” ML 60456 Quilpie, after good opal was 

discovered three meters within the southern boundary at a depth of 3 meters, I intended 

to find surface evidence of opal occurrence further to the South and along the boundary 

easterly and westerly along this boundary of ML 60456. Search was to entail visual 

inspection only as suitable geological structure was visible at depth on current mining 

lease ML 60456) and is visible in an old cut made (by previous miners prior to 1980) 

adjacent to that area. 

Thus initially eliminating the need for mechanical and greatly reducing environmental 

impact of our activities in the first year of exploration. 

 Some new prospective areas were suspected (as casually noted in report EPM 16761 on 22 

January 2009 ) and further evidence found on sub-block “Y” , Adjacent to  ML 60456 area 

along the southern boundary. 

Although good indications where found over about 2 Ha, further work to locate the source of 

the float samples in application area has been suspended until certainty for future projects can 

be assured.  

Due to the new application of Native Tittle Claimant and the expiration of the Boonthamurra 

peoples ILUA it has been deemed a waste of time and resources to continue. To arrange a 

meeting with the Native title claimant I have been told by the Native Title Tribunal is going to 

Cost in excess of $47000 for one meeting with no guarantee of a positive outcome.  

 It is unreasonable to expect one to continue with such outrageous costs incurred for such a 

small project. 

Enough evidence of opal occurrence as “floaters” was found to warrant pegging an 

additional area to add to mining lease ML 60456. I would be pleased to peg and apply for 

additional ground to be included in ML 60456. But the implications of further unreasonable 

cost would deem this project unviable. 

Further mechanical investigation would need to be undertaken to prove beyond doubt the 

deposit continues to the south as would be assumed through the presence of good colour 

opal floaters. 
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INTRODUCTION 

EPM 25744 was applied for the purpose of exploring for precious opal in the vicinity of 

existing mining lease “Red Tape” ML 60456 

The entire plan to travers ground on foot and collect chip samples program has been mostly 

completed. 

LOCATION AND ACCESS 

EPM 25744 is located 175 Km WNW from Quilpie covering part of the Eronmanga Basin at the 

headwaters of the southerly flowing Kyabra Creek. EPM 25744 covers ancient alluvial flood 

plains and flats. 

Vegetation is of light Mulga and Gidgea tree cover with little to no grass. 

Access to EPM25744  is by bitumen and gravel roads from Quilpie to Thylungra Homstead turn 

off, leaving the gravel Thylungra to Budgerygar Road to the left 1Km north of Araluen Homestead, 

via private property road to western boundary which passes through the epm area about 16Kms 

west of Araluen . 

Vehicular access within the EPM has been kept to a minimum using only existing tracks. 

No new roads were created while undertaking exploration activities. 

See attachments for old workings, also visible on “Google Earth” note year of image in bottom rigth 

hand corner. 

TENURE 

EPM 25744  was granted to Kenneth James Willis on 21 April 2015, covering 1 sub-block on the 

Cooper 1: 1,000,000 Block Identification Sheet.  Block 1437, Sub-Blocks  “y” for a period of 2 

years. 

Cooper 1:1,000,000 Block Identification Sheet 

BLOCK SUB BLOCKS 

1437  y 

SUB BLOCKS RELINQUISHED by 21 April 2016 is Nil (only one sub-block) 

GEOLOGY 

EPM 25744  is located over the Jurassic Winton Formation, and Eronmanga Basin. 

The Winton Formation consists of labile sandstone, siltstones, and mudstones, silicified and 

strongly altered in part.
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The Glendower Formation consists of fluviatile pebbly clayey quartzose sandstone, sandy 

siltstone, minor conglomerate and mudstone; lateritised and silicified in parts. Outcrop of 

the Winton Formation is limited to the higher portions of the mesas protected by the 

silicified beds of the Glendower Formation. . Alluvium and colluvium believed to be 

derived from weathering of the Gowan Range cover the plains within the EPM. 

WORK UNDERTAKEN 

A combined total of 6 linear Kms were traversed over EPM checking old open pits and 

open ground. A quantity of weathered grab samples and chip samples were taken. From 

these we were able to estimate the general area in which the majority of the 

mineralization occurred. 

RESULTS 

Several weathered pieces of boulder opal were collected to check for quality of the opal. 

As a result we were able to identify a potentially productive area along the boundary of 

ML 60456 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The pieces of weathered potch and opal located by the field mapping indicate that 

potential exists for areas of precious opal to occur throughout the 2 Ha identified 

as potentially productive area. 

It is recommended that further exploration in the area not be entered into without 

considering an expensive nature of Native Title Negotiations This would need to be 

undertaken at considerable cost. 

 It would appear any further deposits remain well hidden in deeper ground. 

Follow-up detailed mapping failed to identify any further areas of interest in the sub- 

block listed in the table below 

. 
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